
Campaign Glossary:  

• BUPRENORPHINE 
o Buprenorphine is a medication approved by the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) to treat Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) as a 
medication-assisted treatment (MAT). As with all medications 
used in MAT, buprenorphine should be prescribed as part of a 
comprehensive treatment plan that includes counseling and 
other behavioral therapies to provide patients with a whole-
person approach. (Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, SAMHSA) 

• FENTANYL: 
o a synthetic opioid narcotic analgesic with pharmacological 

action like morphine that is administered transdermally as a 
skin patch and in the form of its citrate where it is administered 
orally or by injection.(as it relates to medicinally purposes) 
(Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 

• HARM REDUCTION:  
o Harm reduction is a set of practical strategies and ideas aimed 

at reducing negative consequences associated with drug use. 
Harm Reduction is also a movement for social justice built on a 
belief in, and respect for, the rights of people who use 
drugs.(National Harm Reduction Coalition)  

o Harm reduction incorporates a spectrum of strategies that 
includes safer use, managed use, abstinence, meeting people 
who use drugs “where they’re at,” and addressing conditions of 
use along with the use itself. Because harm reduction demands 
that interventions and policies designed to serve people who 
use drugs reflect specific individual and community needs, 
there is no universal definition of or formula for implementing 
harm reduction. (National Harm Reduction Coalition)  

• MEDICATION ASSISTED TREATMENT (MAT):  
o Medication Assisted Treatment is the use of medications, in 

combination with counseling and behavioral therapies, to 
provide a “whole-patient” approach to the treatment of 
substance use disorders. (Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, SAMHSA) 

▪ Learn what medications are used in MAT here (click) 
• METHADONE: 



o Methadone is a medication approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) to treat Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) as a 
medication-assisted treatment (MAT), as well as for pain 
management. When taken as prescribed, methadone is safe and 
effective. Methadone helps individuals achieve and sustain 
recovery and to reclaim active and meaningful lives. Methadone 
is one component of a comprehensive treatment plan, which 
includes counseling and other behavioral health therapies to 
provide patients with a whole-person approach. (Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, SAMHSA) 

• NARCAN/Naloxone: 
o Naloxone is a medication approved by the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) designed to rapidly reverse opioid 
overdose. The medication can be given by intranasal spray 
(into the nose), intramuscular (into the muscle), subcutaneous 
(under the skin), or intravenous injection. (Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration, SAMHSA) 

•   OPIOID OVERDOSE: 
o Opioid intake to the point of respiratory depression.  

▪ Respiratory depression, refers to slow, shallow, and 
ineffective breathing. (Banyan Treatment Center) 

• RECOVERY:  
o A process of change through which individuals improve their 

health and wellness, live self-directed lives, and strive to reach 
their full potential. (Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, SAMHSA) 

▪ Guiding Principle: Hope, the belief that these challenges 
and conditions can be overcome, is the foundation of 
recovery. 

• STIGMA: 
o A strong feeling of disapproval that most people in a society 

have about something, especially when this is unfair. 
(Cambridge Dictionary) 

o An attribute, behavior, or reputation that is socially discrediting, 
and substance-related problems appear to be particularly 
susceptible to stigma. (International Journal on Drug Policy) 

• SUBOXONE: 
o SUBOXONE (buprenorphine and naloxone) Sublingual Film® 

(CIII) is a prescription medicine used to treat opioid addiction in 



adults and is part of a complete treatment program that also 
includes counseling and behavioral therapy. (Suboxone) 

•  SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER (SUD):  
o A Substance Use Disorder (SUD) is a dependence on alcohol, 

street drugs or prescriptions medications for non-medical 
purposes. 

o Substance use disorders occur when the recurrent use of 
alcohol and/or drugs causes clinically significant impairment, 
including health problems, disability, and failure to meet major 
responsibilities at work, school, or home. (Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration, SAMHSA) 

• SUD SERVICES: 
o Substance Use Disorder Services are drug and alcohol 

counseling, medication assisted treatment, detoxification and 
inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation. 

 


